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TRANSACTIONS OF THE SOCIETY FOR 1872. 



Annual meeting of the American Geographical Society, 
Cooper Institute, New York, January 30, 1872. Chief 
Justice Chas. P. Daly, the president, in the chair. 

The minutes of the last meeting, December 26, 1871. 
were read and approved. 

Hon. F. A. Conkling, as chairman, read the annual 
report of Council for the year 1871. 

Henry Clews, treasurer, read his annual report for the 
year 1871, exhibiting a cash balance in the treasury of 
$130.89. 

In the absence of Mr. H. B. Hammond, the librarian, 
Mr. W. H. H. Moore read his annual report for the year 
1871. 

On motion, these reports were accepted and ordered to 
be placed on file. 

The Hon. F. A. Conkling, Chairman of the Council, 
reported the names of the following candidates as having 
been approved for election as 

Resident Members — Horatio Moncrief Allen, Ruther- 
furd Stuyvesant, Henry Parish, Chandler Robbins, Wil- 
liam Tracy, Edward Van Ness, Joseph P. Joachimsen. 

No ballot being called for, on motion, these gentlemen 
were declared duly elected resident members of the Society. 

Dr. Richards, on behalf of the nominating committee, 
reported that the following gentlemen are recommended 
for election, as officers of the Society, for the year 1872 : 

President — Charles P. Daly, LL.D. 

Vice-Presidents — Henry Grinnell, F. A. Conkling, 
Francis A. Stout. 

Foreign Corresponding Secretary. — Townsend Har- 
ris. 
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Domestic Corresponding Secretary — W. H. H. Moore. 

Recording Secretary — E. R. Straznicky, M. D., Ph.D. 

Treasurer — Henry Clews. 

Librarian — Elial F. Hall. 

Council — Wm. Remsen, T. Bailey Myers, W. T. 
Blodgett, W. E. Curtis, Theo. W. Dwight, LL.D.; 
Geo. W. Ctjlltjm, U. S. A.; Lewis M. Rutherfurd, 
Geo. Cabot Ward. 

The president then appointed Messrs. Peabody and 
Bill as tellers, and recommended to proceed with the 
election after the delivery of the annual address. 

The president then introduced to the Society Prof. 
Daniel C. Gilman, of Sheffield Scientific School, Yale 
College, who delivered the annual address, having for its 
subject, "American Contributions to Geographical 
Science during the last year." 

After the conclusion of this highly interesting and 
instructive address, and on motion of General Viele, 
seconded by Judge Peabody, the thanks of the Society 
were presented to Prof. Gilman, and a copy requested 
for publication in the Journal. 

The election of officers was now proceeded with, and 
Messrs. Peabody and Bill, as tellers, reported that the 
names on the ticket recommended for election had been 
unanimously elected. 

On motion, the above named gentlemen were declared 
duly elected officers of this Society for the year 1872. 

On motion, the meeting then adjourned. 

E. R. STRAZNICKY, 

Recording Secretary. 
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Annual Report of the Council foe 1871. 

Rooms of the American Geographical ~i 

Society, Cooper Institute, L 

New York, Jan. 30, 1872. J 

Pursuant to chapter six, section three, of the by-laws of the 
Society, the Council have the honor to submit the following 
" general report of their proceedings and of those of the Society 
during the past year." 

Since the date of the last annual report, January 31, 1871, ten 
stated meetings of the Council, eight meetings of the Society, 
and one public reception have been held at the rooms of the 
Society. 

In April last, an act was passed by the Legislature of this 
State, amending the charter of the Society and changing its 
name to that of the "American Geographical Society of New 
York." The act provides that the Society shall have power to 
hold real estate of the value of three hundred thousand dollars, 
and also that it shall make an annual report of its proceedings 
to the Legislature. 

From the following statement, it will be seen that the number 
of members has been considerably increased during the last year. 

Number of members on January 31, 1871 540 

Number since added 44 

Total 584 

Deduct for resignations and deaths 30 

Number remaining on January 30, 1872 554 

Among those of our immediate associates who have been 
removed by death, it is especially painful to mention the name 
of Archibald Russell, who was one of the founders of the Society 
and for many years one of its vice-presidents. 

Of our foreign associates, several of the most eminent have 
passed away. Sir Roderick Impey Murchison, the late president 
of the Royal Geographical Society of London and an honorary 
member of this Society, died in the month of December last. 
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Mr. C. S. M. Olrick, Royal Danish Inspector of Greenland, 
died in the summer of 1871. As a corresponding member of our 
Society, he afforded valuable counsel and aid to the several 
arctic explorations which from time to time have been fitted out 
in this country. 

The Council cannot refrain from expressing their sincere regret 
at the resignation by Rev. Joseph P. Thompson, D. D., of his 
office as one of the vice-presidents of the Society and at his with- 
drawal, which, it is hoped, will prove to be only temporary, from 
active participation in the management of its concerns. It will 
be remembered that, at the monthly meeting in November last, 
the Society, in grateful recognition of Dr. Thompson's many 
valuable services, elected him an honorary secretary for the pur- 
pose of representing it abroad. 

The annual report of the treasurer, Henry Clews, Esq., shows 
a satisfactory condition of the finances of the Society. 

By the annual report of the librarian, H. B. Hammond, Esq., 
it will be seen that very large additions have been made during 
the last year to our collection of books, maps and charts. The 
recent increase of the library renders it altogether probable that 
more ample space than we now possess will soon be required for 
its accommodation. 

On January 31, 18*71, the Society held its annual meeting and 
elected the present board of officers. Prof. D. C. Gilman, of 
Sheffield Scientific School, Yale College, delivered the annual 
address, selecting for his subject "The Last Ten Years of Geo- 
graphical Work in this Country." 

On February 28, Prof. W. H. Brewer, of Sheffield Scientific 
School, Yale College, delivered a discourse on his " Explorations 
in the Rocky Mountains and the High Peaks of Colorado." 

On March 21, Gen. James Grant Wilson read a paper " On the 
North-west and its Discoveries." 

On April 18, Gov. H. D. Gilpin, of Colorado, read an essay on 
the " Territory of Colorado and the City of Denver." 

On May 16, Prof. C. F. Hartt, of Cornell University, delivered 
a discourse on his " Recent Explorations of the Amazonas." 

On June 13, Walton Grinnell, Esq., read a paper on " Eastern 
Manchouria, with Observations on the Manners and Customs of 
the Inhabitants of Corea." 
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On June 26, a reception was given to Capt. Hall and the offi- 
cers of the "Polaris," prior to their departure for the Arctic 
regions. 

On November 28, J. Carson Brevoort, Esq., read a paper on 
" The History and Authority of the Verrazona Map," a copy of 
which, through the friendly intervention of Thos. E. Davis, Esq., 
was presented to this Society by the College of the Propaganda 
at Rome. 

On December 26, Rev. Edward Fontaine read a paper " On the 
Physical Geography of the Mississippi River and its Delta." 

The Council desire to record anew their grateful sense of obli- 
gation to the trustees of the Cooper Union, and especially to its 
benevolent founder, Peter Cooper, Esq., not only for the free use 
of these spacious rooms, which are so admirably adapted to our 
purposes, but likewise for their uniform courtesy and liberality 
in their dealings with the officers of this Society. 
Respectfully submitted. 

F. A. CONKLING, 
Chairman of the Council. 

Annual Repobt of the Treasurer for 1871. 

Rooms of the American Geographical"! 
Society, Cooper Institute, I 

New York, Jan. 30, 1 872. J 
The treasurer respectfully submits the following report, for 
the period from January 31, 1871, to January 30, 1872, of the 
receipts and disbursements of this Society: 

Receipts. 
Balance from last year $169 52 

One life membership, 1871 $50 00 

Initiation fees from forty-two members. . . 420 00 

Annual dues for 1866 5 00 

Annual dues for 1867 5 00 

Annual dues for 1868 l 5 00 

Annual dues for 1869 10 00 

Annual dues for 1870 50 00 



Carried forward $545 00 $169 52 

13 
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Brought forward $545 00 $169 52 

Annual dues for 1871 1 ,667 50 

$2,212 50 

Special subscriptions 280 00 

Loans 500 00 

2,942 50 

Which, with the balance at the end of last year, 
make $3,112 02 



Disbursements. 

Salaries $1 , 193 00 

Purchases of books, maps, etc 473 00 

Furniture 118 34 

Stationery 56 73 

Printing 55 00 

Sundry expenses for meetings, etc 835 06 

$2,731 13 
Loans repaid 250 00 

Total disbursements $2,981 13 

Leaving a cash balance on hand of $130 89 

If to this sum are added the uncollected dues of 500 

resident paying members, at five dollars each. . . . 2,500 00 

And the outstanding dues for 1870 and 1871 500 00 

The available resources for the coming year will be $3 , 130 89 

In this sum are not included the initiation fees from prospec- 
tive new members, which every year amount to about $500. 
Respectfully submitted. 

HENRY CLEWS, 

Treasurer. 
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Annual Report of the Librarian for 1871. 

Rooms of the American Geographical i 

Society, Cooper Institute, L 

New York, Jan. 30, 1872. J 

In accordance with the existing by-laws, the librarian respect- 
fully presents the following report for the period commencing 
with the 31st January, 1871, and ending on the 30th January, 
1872. The book of donations shows that, during that period, 
four hundred and fifty-two entries have been made, and that they 
are of the following description : 

Volumes — Quartos 21 

" Octavos 332 

" Duodecimos 7 

Pamphlets — Quartos 85 

" Octavos 514 

Maps and charts 102 

Total by donation 1,061 

The book in which the purchases are recorded shows 
that three hundred and twenty-three entries have been 
made, and these comprise the following: 

Volumes — Folios 16 

" Quartos. 117 

" Octavos 280 

" Duodecimos 42 

Pamphlets — Quartos 1 

" Octavos 42 

Maps, charts, etc. 62 

Total by purchase 560 

Grand total by purchase and donation 1 ,621 



The donations have been equally as large, if not larger, than in 
former year?, and are becoming constantly more valuable. They 
have been received for the most part from other societies, at 
home and abroad, with which we are now in regular correspond- 
ence and exchange. Among the donors are also a large number 
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of our own national, State, and municipal officers, and many 
private individuals, whose names will appear in alphabetical 
order in the printed report. It is proper, however, that the libra- 
rian should call the attention of the Society to a few of these 
donations, which will illustrate their present value. In the year 
1869, Chief Justice Daly, the president, presented to the library 
a folio edition of Ptolemy, printed in Rome in 1508, and only 
lightly worn. Mr. Henry Stevens, one of our corresponding 
members, recognizing its value, offered to have it restored in 
London at his own expense by some competent hand. He took 
it accordingly to England, and the work has now been returned 
in magnificent condition, and is said to be worth, at a fair valua- 
tion, five hundred dollars. 

Among the purchases it is proper to mention the acquisition 
of a large portion of the De Bry voyages for the comparatively 
small sum of $175.00. In this purchase are included fifteen sub- 
stantially bound atlases, and many other rare works of travels 
and histories, among others the first edition of Ortelius, printed 
in 1570, which was the first atlas ever issued, Cadamosco's 
voyages, printed in Nuremberg in 1508, being the first book of 
voyages ever published ; and in the Ptolemy above alluded to is 
found the first engraved map of America. 

It is to be regretted that this large collection of rare and use- 
ful works, which is increasing so rapidly, should suffer for want 
of adequate accommodations and remain uncatalogued simply for 
the want of the necessary means. 

Respectfully submitted. 

HENRY B. HAMMOND, 

Librarian. 

Rooms of the American Geographical^ 

Society, Cooper Institute, L 

New York, Jan. 22, 1872. J 

The undersigned, special committee appointed at the last regu- 
lar monthly meeting of the Society, held December 26, 1871, for 
the purpose of preparing nominations for officers of this Society, 
to be elected on January 30, 1872, respectfully report that they 
would recommend the names of the following gentlemen to be 
elected as officers of this Society for the year 1872 : 
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President — Chief Justice Chas. P. Daly, LL.D. 
Vice-Presidents — Henry Grinnell, F. A. Conkling, Francis 
A. Stout. 

Foreign Corresponding Secretary — Townsend Harris. 

Domestic Corresponding Secretary — W. H. H. Moore. 

Recording Secretary — E. R. Straznicky, M. D., Ph. D. 

Treasurer — Henry Clews. 

Librarian — Elial F. Hall. 

Council — William Remsen, T. Bailey Myers, William T. 
Blodgett, William E. Curtis, Theodore W. Dwight, LL.D., 
Lewis M. Rutherfurd, George W. Cullum, U. S. A., George 
Cabot Ward. 

Respectfully submitted. 

THOMAS F. HARRISON. 
AMOS G. HULL. 
JOSEPH W. RICHARDS. 



